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-hao laevockc Bonn, 1 Jul 1954 

Kriminalrat 

Herr Rwgierungerat Fritzs - Federal Ministry of me interior- acqainlcd me 
today witn reproaches concerning ay fora or ectivitios in Milan. Regierungs- 
rat Fritae informs! rae of the detailn of the accusation and gnvo me the 
opportunity to vindicate raysolf vorbully. 

In the following written report I repeat ay verbal Conner: ts concerning 
the accusations of which I wna informed. 

I joined the criminal police in 1934, wafl promoted Koanisaor in 193 d and 
Kriainalrat in 1943* Up to 1940 I waa eaployed in various officer* of the 
regular original police oervico according to ay rank, I was then trans- 
ferred froo the Criminal police branch office in Berlin to the Beich criminal 
police office in Berlin where I whs orderod to take preparatory measures for 
the future employment of the Geraun criminal police in the oolonial service. 
As a *>or t of tne^e px*cparati ons German criminal police officers -anong them 
I- were trained in Rome for a future colonial service by tne African police 
of Italy. From 194<? to 1943 I undei'went fur ther training f^r the colonial 
criminal police service. Because of ay knowledge of the 1 tailor, language 
which I had acquired in the courue of ray training I was -after the 
abandonment of the entire colonial project in Sep 1943- transferred away 
from the regular criminal police service and assigned by the criminal 
police branch office in Berlin for further duty to the commander of the 
German seouri ty police in Italy who appointed me chief ox the branch detach- 
ment in Milan. 

This branch office *& s subordinated to tho ,J Police Chief of Upper- Italy - 

b tandai cci.fuenrcr Lauff in Milan. Hio superior of fisarwas tho "Chief 
of the occur iij Go no ralleut nor: t of the police vr, >Iars tor ,v who in 

turn wan subordinated to ti:o 'h.'upreae 3Z and yolioe Chief and Authorized 
Ge: eral of the German Array in Italy”, General of the flaffen-SS XarlVolff, 
wy department was the entire city of Lilian and port ox' the hombardy. 

fhe eruonnei ox icy office consisted of 20 German c rininal police officers 
and approximately 4 -'•Italian technical assistants. Cur office building was 
the hotel Rogina which also accommodated ray inoculate superior office, 
while the pei sonnel of the o *her branch detachments vnion belonged within 
Jifrp co^aand area of ay superior also comprised officers oi* the 5D, no such 
officers came under ray command, on the contrary, since ay superior was an 
SL-le&der, they were directly subordinated to him. 

The t a sic of the socurity police in Italy, and therefore also the task of my 
detachment, was the anfguardin,:: of the Ceroum A r ay in tho rear area and 
the protection of tho Italian population against the attacks of par tizans. 

For the completion of those Casks I was iUthoriaed withinmy department in 
accordance with general inc true tione to act on ray own discretion. How- 
ever, as a result of the fact that ray office was accommodated in the 
same building as my superior offioe, the internal matters of the branch 
detachment in Milond which I commanded and consequently my decisions also 
were more strongly influenced by xkm instructions and orders from higher 
quarters than were those of the other aotaohnents. Certain ;xa;Ll for 
example which was intended for or dispatched by ray of lice »ao checked 
by .tan ar tenf uchrer \auf f , my oupsrior. 

ft if 
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In Kilaii there io a prison, San Vittore, which serves the Italian 
courts as a jail, Following Rauff’s request a certain portion of 
this prison was sot aoiuo for prisoners of the security service 
from the entire command area "Upper Italy - West", At a later time 
the Gorman Army also consigned its prisoners to a special sootion 
of that prison, fhe three uectionc of the prison were independently 
administered by the Italian le&’al authorities, by the Security 
Police, and by the German Army respectively, I nas responsible for 
the administration of that part of the prison which had been 
aligned to the security police under the inmodiaca command of 
Rauff. As fox au I remember the guards of our meti^n of the prison 
comprised 2 officers of ny detachment and approximately 20 auxiliary 
guards (coldiorc). r^r the purpose of guarding female prisoners 
10 Catholic nuns were later employed by the prison authorities. 

.1 furnished th io gonei**! deacriptiwu of the oi* *,tion in order to 
O ivo an i upifeooxiii ,*w true onck ground of accusations which 
were raised against cic anti thus to sake :ay co:i sn t on tnie natter 
more easily under c tixridable* 

Ixecuxiuji of host ayes 

After numerous attacks against aem'oers oi t.ie Gorman Afuy and Italian 
civilians (usaaaoina tions committed by parlizana), a higher-ranking 
office which was not known to ns, ordered the Italian military court ir 
mian to t gko retaliatory measures. This court thereupon ordered the 
shotting of 15 hostages. The hostages were selectod from among tnose 
of the prisoners who on account of the charges against then had to 
expect a death sentence anyway, Como of chons prisoners were also 
detained in San Vittore, xii the section of the security police* 

By request of Rauff, my superior, I furnished the Italian military 
court through him witn x'eoorus of such prisoners who had 

participated in acts of sabotage. On the basis of this material a 
number of the hostages who rrore to be executod -I do not remember the 
exact number- whs selected by the Italian mi lit ary court. . Aa for as 
I know the remaining hostages were kept by the Italian authorities 
in othe^r prisons* fho execution was carried through by Italian 
soldiers* . 

I know that SG -Brigadaf uohrer r^asf eld, "Police Jhief for the 
fighting of partisans i:: U..pcr Itnly -^cst 1 ' f was tried by a 
British Court on the ground of having shot hostages. The trial 
took place in lSMG/47 in Italy* fonsfeld t?a 0 Acquitted in which 
connection as far as I ronewbor the court established that the 
responsibility for the 9hooting of the 15 hostages roetea with the 
Italian authorities and no: thn . Grrnans, Tensfeld is today 

living in Hamburg, 

«Vrseoutlon of Jowo 

As ra reaulf of a general order from tho )er man Govorai^n: I had to 
trace all Jews within my department. inis task was carried through 
independently by special missions office unu also by ny office*' 
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In aooordanoe with the orders which I had received thee© Jews were 
consigned to Sen Vittore and after a abort tino transferred from 
th&rz to a collection coiap under the command of the chief of the 
security police in Italy. I could not at the time foresee the fate 
of those persecutoeo of which I only learned afloi the wur. 

Arrest and Exportation of Lae laot fora of & Secondary L-onool . 

1 have heard of this incident fer the firs#t time through hegiorungsrat 
Fritz© 1 * remonstrance. I had nothing tv do with th* natter. 

Ill- treatment of Prisoners in San Vittore . 

I have nevGr ill -treated a prisoner or any other person over whoa 
I had authority by virtue of ray official position. Aside frora the 
undernea th-jion tionod incidents no cases of ill- treatment of pri- 
soners on the part of ny subordinates have oomo to my knowledge* 
however* that does not altogether exclude the possibility that 
my subordinates have not always treated prisoners, i.e. nasasins* 
with the consideration which in norm! tiueo wculu have been r 
matter of course. 

The following cases of ill-trea tnent have coiae to ay knowledge* 

'Jn his delivery into San Vittore a prisoner was beaten by one of 
the Germans who was assigned to the prison as a guard. When I 
heard about this inoident, I went immediately to the prison* re- 
primanded the culprit severely and apologized to the prisoner for 
the conduct of my subordinate. I learned only at a later timo that 
the prisoner who had been apprehended and consigned to the prison 
under the name of ?ozai f was she partisan general r'arri* 

Anothev time an Italian officer who was at tho prison on official 
business, beat an Italian prisoner. I learned of this incident 
a few ainutc3 later. Full of di6gust I went to the prison where 
I met tne officer and turned him out. In addition to that 1 pre- 
pared a report on tho inoident which I forwarded through lauff to 
the offioo of the Italian officer who vao consequently ronoved 
froa a is office. 

I should like to sta^e in farther explanation of Uiis inoident 
that during the war ft Swlu paper (3ellinzona ?) reported on the 
incident. fhe paper stated after a detailed description of my 
personal particulars and some de :aile of ay personal career, that 
I had spontaneously called the offioer to account. Up to the time 
whon 1 was taken prisoner 1 i a copy of that paier* 

Among ihe Italian auxiliary guards there was o no noliier of the 
rank of H.C.O* one day it wno reported to mo that the man had 
abused prisoners# I reportod through tho official channel® about 
the man to his superiors and requested hia removal. )iy request 
was complied with. 



In another case a member of an Arm/ agency -aa far aa I remember it 
wan an Abwehr-of f ioe in Trieste- abused a person during an inter- 
rogation at the prison of the security police in Uilan. Ae soon as 
this incident became knovm it vaa reported through the offioial 
channels to the competent Army agency* which immediately punished 
the nan. 

I do not remember any other cases cl' ill-treatment, Despite the 
abundance of impressions at the time nnd inter I bolievv it ;o 
be impossible that I should have forgotten any uiajor cases of ill- 
treatment. 

I do remember though chat grrvo C3sec of ill-treatment occurred 
among tho members of an Italian unit whose tasks were similar to 
those of our agency. tfe forcibly liberated the prisoners f roc the 
units in question, seat t;ies co a doctor for treatment, and re- 
leased then after an interrogation. 

Ida only explanation for .he accuse -ion that mombors of ay office 
have allegedly with my Aiiouledgc abused prisoners night be that 
the persons who were heard to the matter are accusing Ooraan agencies 
for want of appreciation of thn true situation erroneously of 
occurrences for which they are not responsible* 

I wish to emphasise again that I have never tolerated ill-treatment 
within my department and that I have never failed to reprimand a 
culprit. I believe it to be impossible that cases of ill- treatment 
should have occurred without my having obtained knowledge of the 
incident* In this connection I wish to point out that the head 
of tho guard detachment ai Saa Vittore who was a member of ay 
agency is still living in Milan. He would oertainly have been 
called to account by the Italian authorities if such oases of 
ill-treataant in which necessarily he would have been involved 
had occurred at the prison during tha tour of his duty. 

As far as I know several German members of ny detachment are still 
living in M^.lan under tiioir true name. Como of them have gone 
over to the ' pax tizans during the debacle and none of them was 
harmed. The other members of my staff were tpiten prisoners and 
returned to Milan later. 

It Ip true that I havo frequently conversed with Monsignore Don 
Bicherai. These conversations took place after he' had in vain 
'tried to talk to my superior and al ter uy superior had referred 
him to me. Ac far aa I rf.-aerler these conversations dealt w ith the 
oaro for the prisoners by the cioricaiau -hori ties , with interventions 
for Arrested persons, and the exchange of prioonera against prisoners 
of the partisans. Tho decisions which were the result of these 
conversations wore u&do of .ur consul caWun with my superior Rauff 
or even on hi^r request. 

(tionsignore Don uijscherai does not give a true picture of the si- 
tuation when he states that his ondonvore to obtain favors fbr the 
prisoners had been met with unders tan ding and obligingness by 
Rauff, while I bade obstinately refused his requests* Since he 







usually contacted Ruaff with hie matters, ha could easily have 
complained to Rauff about ay alleged intransigent attitude an a 
result wf which 1 w~uld nave been called to account by ay superior 
for disregarding hie general instructions* 3ir.ee Rauff, whoso 
offioe was in the same building an nine, Knee about all measures 
of ay office* such a divergence betweon our respect Lve conceptions 
of our official duties is unthinkable* I have at the tino oftun 
found that Rauff, though seemingly giving consideration to rlenes 
trhioh wore presented to him, adviaou rae to act contrary to his 
former promisee* This may have caasod the A npr edition that Rauff 
wan understanding and w filing to help while I ooenod to be parti- 
cularly unyielding. 



It GOCLiG that the i-erscihs mho seru hoard to this jointer wore not 
only mistaken in accusing r.c of allegedly culpable acta but also 
in their prcct'V-ati^ * oi inks u;torJunt circuua tancec. It is for 
example not true that I fled from 111 lan without giving any thought 
to the prisoners. iho members of the office of my superior a© 
well na the 7ers:>i.v>i of ..</ lupir laen t including myself wore token 
prisoner by the (fi-A-my ±.u ailun. Luring the uAvg /receding our 
captivity, Rauf 1 «\ad I on ton one hand and Mona ignore bon 
iUccherai on the other hand *o reproaaniative of tho partisans, strong 
forces of waoa had enter** ;:il*n 6 day? prior r ;o tho oulry of the 
IM-Army hau taken ^ver tho guvermaant , negotiated cn th * delivery 
of our prieu.iOrM to thv$ author! tic o which huu boon appointed by 
tho partisans. In tho 6«urno of theco nego tl.;. *.*onu loncignore yon 
Biooherni osaortod by mo only wont to tho pri^-n u ndar the protection 
of «he flag of truoo. At tho priu.n X iuinaed who prisoners, their 
property and nil evidence which had been secured in connection with 
their o*eon to ;; re pro a vr. tn*i ve of .ho partisans* \om>lgj.oro Don 
3iochore.i . hvn iic dv bnvh tc the hotul Rufina ioge ther *i i th other 
police officers *;hv iu-.c Meanwhile boon token prisoner and whohud been 
datnired n\ t!;v prison. >urlng the time of the partisan rule 
our office building: \sc.o not attacked by the partisan- ne a result of 
rhioh wc rero ablr* to nurrender tn tro US -Army i:: full posHencion 
of our arat!* 

I was already in verrogatod m derail by Allioc agencies concerning 
the charge:; which wore preferred a&aina u me. These interrogations 
began 4 days after I was taksTi prisoner aniToSntirtued by British 
agencies in Rome ter several weeks, i-h# cgenciea In question must hare 
boon furnished with the Incriminating material by Italians nnd 
Allied officers who had served with partisan units. After the inter- 
rogation I was detained lr. tv, u xit.lah ■ . -Cctmpii in Italy until 

* he beginning of L!ay l?4t. V'y vv* roaVo-' la aunt ;;rvu ooon known 
in Rilan bocauoe 1 learned Istor that , : JV«nr vcrtisau gonoral 

and now j*riao Vi.woter, Intervene J ,h-. iriV-.R; authorities 

»ny rttloaae* tl i,.uU hav*i be»in. u.'iuy ut *)u * t *c charge no with 
ofi'enoos of waian 1 might have uado oynntf guilty, ao wao don# 



/Ji- 

nny 

had 



cthora, hi i* . vu paniun nc aooordingxy. hottovor, booauoo I 

•no U3-ft«c*or of Berlin, I was 
1546 to tho U3-P.O. W. - comp in 



atatod tio my place of rooido.ioo 
instead trcuisf orr*i il in or about Apr 
Dachau for uub sequent relaua#* 
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I was discharged from the P*o* W* -camp ; however, beoause of «y con- 
nection with the Criminal Polioe and the NS DAP I was transf erred to 
the internment camp in Hammelburg* In ,ct 1947 I was returned to 
Dachau* i*e. to the extradition camp for war criminals* 4 weeks 
lator I was handcuffed and transported individually and under olrict 
guard to Klagenfurth whore after three woeks of imprisonment I was 
presented to a British agency which dealt with tho examination of 
war oriaee whiah had been committed in Italy* The interrogation 
whioh w ob conducted by a British major and took approximately half an 
hour, dealt with the chain of ooiamAnd of German agencies in Italy* 

I wan not at the time aocusod ox any culpable acta* After the inter- 
rogation the officer told mo that there was no incriminating evidence 
against me* For that reason ho had no objections against ay re- 
lease* He promi- ed ^ inform tho comandor of the Dachau war- 
criminal otuap that 1 woo not guilty, I was then individually re- 
turned to Deonau, oaoortod by a ^.iijOr A/id witnout handcuffs and 
without being in any other tray treated as a war criminal* On 
account of the letter which ay oocort brought along, I was imme- 
diately on my return to the Dachau war-crirainal camp transferred 
to the L^ohau int^rnm^nt camp and released on the termination of my 
automatic arrest, 

fhe description of tnese poet-war experiences ia intended to show 
tliat I have already been subjected to another and most intensive 
investigation procedure during which all possible sources of 'infor- 
mation were available and which yet did not reveal any oauae to 
punish mo for pmy activities in Milan* 

I can I therefore* refute tho accusations which are now raised against 
me with a safe conscience* However, the charges against mo are 
so weighty and slanderous that I must Insist on a clarification of 
©very point of r.he aoousu^Ioiu It is of no importance to me in which 
form thi 3 is done, however, I request t’mt 1 be given an opportunity 
to supplement p\y present summary statement and if It should bo con- 
sidered necessary that tho witnouees whom I shall nriine uid who will 
confirm the truth of my ciaisucnt be hoard to the matter* 

ft itn the exception of ^oncignore Dor. diccharai I do not know nor 
have I ever hoard the naacs cf -my o ;ho yjr'jo<u‘ *;io vore heard 
in this 



• ti'.’Vu cis© 




